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What is 
phonics?

 Phonics is the method used to teach children to read. They 
are taught to break words down into sounds (phonemes) and 

blend them together to read the word.

We follow the Letters and Sounds scheme but also use bits 
from RWI, Jolly Phonics and Phonics Play.

 Phonics is taught everyday for 20 minutes in a range of fun 
and creative ways.

 There are roughly 40 sounds to learn – many of them with 
alternative spellings eg: ee, ea, e_e





What is 
the phonics 
screening?

 All children across the country will take part in the 
same test during the week commencing the 11th June.

 They will be asked to read words from a list of real and 
non-real (nonsense) words.

 They will be asked to sound out and blend the word, or 
just read it if they don’t need to sound it out.

 There will be a total of 40 words split into 2 sections. 
Section 1 will be a list of 20 words; 10 of them real and 
10 of them nonsense. Section 2 will be the same but the 

words are a bit more difficult.
 The words will include sounds from phases 2-5.



Example 
words

The nonsense 
words will have 
an alien next to 

them.



The 
screening in 
more detail

The check will begin with simple words and moves on to more 
complex words. There will be: 

 Simple CVC words for example the non-word ‘vap ’ 
 Words with consonant digraphs such as ‘chill’ 

Words with vowel digraphs such as ‘week’ or ‘hooks’ 
Words with adjacent consonants such as ‘start’ or non-words 

such as ‘jound’ 
Words containing split digraphs such as ‘phone’ or ‘slide’ 

Words with alternative spellings of phonemes such ‘day’ and 
‘trains’ 

Non-words that can be pronounced in alternative ways for 
example ‘ voo ’ 

 Two- syllable words such as ‘dentist’ or ‘starling’



Where will 
it take 
place?

 The screening will be done by either Miss Dooley or Mr 
Smith in a quiet room of the school.

 It is done on a one-to-one basis and should take around 
10 minutes but there is no set time limit.

 The children are asked in most phonics lessons to 
decipher real and nonsense words so it wont be 

unfamiliar to them.
 The test can only be administered in this week so the 

children MUST be present in school.



What if 
they don’t 

pass?

 The pass mark wont be released until after all schools 
have submitted their data. It is usually around 32/40.
 If children don’t get this mark then they will resit it in 

June the following year, when they are in year 2.
 They wont be able to resit it again in year 1.



How is the 
data 

used?

 Results will be sent home in July so that parents can be 
kept informed about their child’s progress.

 It will be used to inform planning when the children 
move to the next year group. Teachers will be aware of 
what the child’s next steps are and where their gaps 

are.
 The results have to be reported to the Local Authority 

for data analysis and monitoring and for use in Ofsted 
inspections. 

National and Local Authority results will be reported to 
track standards over time and allow schools to 
benchmark the performance of their children.



What can 
you do to 

help?

 Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or 
writing. Focusing particularly on spotting more unusual 

sound patterns. For example: 
 Digraphs- 2 letters making one sound: cow
 Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound: night 

 Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in between: 
spine - i_e

 Play online games; there are lots of great websites 
including phonics play and BBC bitesize deep sea 

phonics (please supervise them whilst playing online!)
 There are lots of fun ideas for activities if you google 

them.



What can 
you do to 

help?

 Read lots
 Phonics is not the only strategy needed to become a 

fluent reader.
When reading, encourage children to sound out and then 

blend the word.
 Encourage them to look out for any digraphs or trigraphs 

in the words.
 Discuss and enjoy the story.

 The more they read the better they will be.



Any questions?


